
 
 
1. Councillor Tony Hall to the Portfolio Holder for Environment: 
 
Due to unforeseen delays in the Ward Environment Improvement scheme 
initiated by the Conservative Administration, you were not able to inform Ward 
Councillors of which schemes have been approved and the cost of those until 
August this year. You have previously given me assurances that unspent funding 
in this programme would be carried forward for the remainder of this financial 
year. At the Environment Service Improvement Team on Thursday 4 September 
you announced that the programme is now closed. Would you now inform 
Council of this decision and explain who took it and when? 

 
 
Reply from Councillor Phil Waite, Portfolio Holder for Environment: 

 
The Council invited Wards to submit requests for works from a list of ideas. Many 
Wards put forward quite reasonable alternatives. I have sought where possible to 
accommodate these, but as Councillors will be aware, each scheme must then 
be separately designed and costed. In many cases consultation is required on 
the detail of the scheme. This has proven a very time consuming process and 
has already necessitated carry-over of the funding agreed. Final costings are not 
yet available for some projects. Subject to finalised costings and consultation 
where appropriate, the schemes agreed in principle will be delivered. However 
there was never any proposal to enter into a further round of “bidding” for further 
works or to distribute any residual funding. 

 
2. Councillor Tony Hall to the Portfolio Holder for Environment: 
 
At the same meeting you also explained the termination of the programme was 
due to Government cuts and the unspent money would be returned to the 
General Fund.  Can you confirm how much of the programme has been spent 
and how much will be returned to the General Fund? 
 
Reply from Councillor Phil Waite, Portfolio Holder for Environment: 

 
Relatively modest sums have been expended on items such as nesting boxes and 
wild life kits. For the reasons already given it is not possible now to give a precise cost 
for the works that have been committed, and therefore to estimate whether there will 
be any residual funds. 
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3. Councillor Joshua Jolles to the Leader of the Council 
 
When will the Leader and his Party give consideration to returning to a more 
open and democratic system of governance such as our former Committee 
system? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
There are advantages and disadvantages in any democratic system which a 
Council chooses for its decision-making system.  I believe that our Administration 
has worked well in its first year as a Cabinet, but we will always look to ways to 
improve. 
 
4. Councillor Joshua Jolles to the Leader of the Council 
 
As we have Forums for the Council's Tenants and for Leaseholders which are 
held at regular intervals, why are there still no Ward-based Community 
Partnerships, Ward Advisory Groups or any other regularly occurring Community 
Forums for ALL residents without distinction to enable the views of the 
residents such as freeholders, to be heard and who do not at present have an 
assembly where they can freely voice their concerns and opinions? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 

 
The Council recognises the importance of engaging with residents to find out 
their views and opinions.  
 
There are many ways that all residents of Harlow can make their views known to 
the Council, including participating in surveys and consultations and speaking 
directly to their Ward Councillor. Residents can also submit questions to the 
Council, Cabinet and its Committees and can attend these meetings to address 
their question directly to Councillors, including myself and members of my 
Cabinet. The Council welcomes petitions and recognises that they are one of the 
ways in which people can let us know their concerns or points of view. 
 
Following a review of the delivery of Neighbourhood Forums, the Council is 
developing a new Community Engagement Strategy which will guide its delivery 
of public meetings that will be open to all regardless of tenure. 

 
5. Councillor Mike Danvers to the Leader of the Council 
 
Could the Council Leader comment on Essex proposals for switching off 
Harlow’s street lights late at night in the New Year? 
 
 



Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
I can confirm that I have contacted the relevant Cabinet Member at Essex 
County Council to register the Council’s objections to this issue. 
 
The Administration feels strongly that the public should be made fully aware of 
the County Council’s short-sightedness in not following the examples of other 
Councils such as Sheffield, York and Walsall where the public were consulted 
with additional options such as LED lighting and dimming of lights which have 
also been shown to reduce cost and waste.  The Administration believes that the 
public should have been provided with more alternatives to consider during the 
consultation process, and given that Essex County Council has just finished 
spending £5 million on installing a central management system to turn off street 
lights remotely, the Administration is concerned that Harlow residents are now to 
be part of a countywide blackout at night.  
 
Whilst I am fully aware of the need to make savings because of this 
Government’s on-going and significant funding reductions to Council’s, it is 
inappropriate to put residents in the dark. 

 
 

6. Councillor Mike Danvers to the Portfolio Holder for Housing 
 
Could the Housing Portfolio Holder give me an update of his opinion of the 
bedroom tax? 
 
Reply from Councillor Rod Truan, Portfolio Holder for Housing: 

 
I am against the Bedroom Tax which is unfair and unjust and this policy will hit 
the most vulnerable in society. 
 
Harlow Council is committed to urging in the strongest possible terms the 
Government to repeal the Bedroom Tax by: 
 

a) Working with tenant organisations who call for the repeal of the Bedroom 
Tax 
 

b) Communicating the hidden costs and impracticalities of the Bedroom Tax 
 

c) Demonstrating to Government the unfairness of the Bedroom Tax 
 

d) Working with the Government to provide alternative strategies to address 
housing shortages. 

 


